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of an astral being, Hazrat, the Moslem could summon the
atoms of any object from etheric energy by an act of
powerful will. But such astrally produced objects are
structurally evanescent; they cannot be long retained.*
Afzal still yearned for worldly wealth, which, though more
hardly earned, has a more dependable durability."
I lauehed. 4fclt, too, sometimes vanishes unaccount-
ably!"
4\Afzal was not a man of God-realization," Master went
on. "Miracles of a permanent and beneficial nature are
performed by true saints because they have attuned them-
selves to the omnipotent Creator. Afzal was merely an
ordinary man with an extraordinary power of penetrating
a subtle realm not usually entered by mortals until death."
"I understand now, GurujL The after-world appears
to have some charming features."
Master agreed. "I never saw Afzal after that day, but
a few years later Babu came to my home to show me a
newspaper account of the Moslem's public confession.
From it I learned the facts I have just told you about
AfzaTs early initiation from a Hindu guru."
Hie gist of the latter part of the published document,
as recalled by Sri Yukteswar, was as follows: "I, Afzal
Khan, am writing these words as an act of penance and as
a warning to those who seek the possession of miraculous
powers. For years I have been misusing the wondrous
abilities imparted to me through the grace of God and
my master. I became drunk with egotism, feeling that
I was beyond the ordinary laws of morality. My day of
reckoning finally arrived.
"Recently I met an old man on a road outside Calcutta.
He limped along painfully, carrying a shining object that
looked like gold.   I addressed him with greed in my heart.
44 *I am Afzal Khan, the great fakir.   What have you
there?'
44 'This ball of gold is my sole material wealth; it can
be of no interest to a fakir. I implore you, sir, to heal
my limp/
* Just as my silver amulet, an astrally produced object, finally
vanished j'n:rn this yarth. (The astral \vorld is described in
Chapter 43. i